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PARRANS PARK ea. 19th. c.

After suffering extensive damage by fire in 1955 and
abandoned since that time, this house was demolished in
1972 by the Baltimore Gas and Electric Company, present
owners of the property.

Believed to have evolved from an initial one room
block, Parrans Park, in its final stage, was three bays
in length and one and one half stories in height with a
single stone and brick chimney at each end. The interior
fabric was of interest for its first floor exposed and
beaded ceiling joists and simple beaded moldings, includ-
ing the fireplace surrounds. The exterior sheathing was
of random width beaded boards. There were two pedimented
dormers at the roof level.
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Parran's rark

The site of rarrans Fark nas been so well cleared that even its
potential archeological value is dubious.

No additional historical informaticn has been gathered, however, a
copy of a HAB3 photograph has been obtained which is supcosed to be of
the building which stood on this site. Irs. Betty Briscoe doubts that
this site was actually rarran's Fark but she a..ces that this is a photo-
graph of the house which étood on the site identified as CLVT-58,

HABS hes no information other than identifying the vhoto as

"Goldstein House".
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DESCRIPTION
CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED —UNALTERED —ORIGINAL SITE
—-GOO0D —RUINS _ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Parran's Park suffered a fire in about 1955 and has been deserted ever since.
What the fire did not destroy, vandals have, until there is hardly anything
but a frame left of the original structure. This, however, allows one to
observe the construction and growth of the house through the years.

In its final state, Parran's Park was three bays wide and one room deep with

a central stairhall., There were three dormers on the ffmt and three on the
rear roof. The A-roof is a rather steep one. Originally this was a one-
room house with a tiny staircase to the loft above. The central hall and
second room were added probably c. 1825. There is an exterior stone and brick
fireplace at each end of the house. The chimmey is separated from the wall
above the first story level.

The ceiling boards of the house are beaded on both edges. The chair rails
are beaded on both top and bottom. The ceiling beams were exposed and
beaded. The clapboards on the exterior of the house were also beaded.

The mantels were simple beaded boards with molding around the edges. The
bricks of the fireplace opening were plastered over. The original paint
color on the plastered walls appears to have been grey. The baseboard
around the floor is nearly flush with the plaster wall and beaded on its
top edge.

Nothing can be done to save Parran's Park, but in its present condition
it makes an interesting study of the construction of an 18th century house.

BARN

Although the house known as "Parran's Park" has been destroyed it is
survived by a much altered tobacco barn. HABS has in its collection a
photograph of a house in deteriorated condition identified as "Goldstein
House™ that has been identified by locals as "Parran's Park®".

Inside of the large structure that now houses equipment and offices for
BGXE is the frame of an unusual eleven room tobacco barn. It is a post-
and-beam frame utilizing both hewn and pit-sawn timbers that are joined

via mortise-~tenon and trunnels. The angle braces are joined to the sills
and uprights with open-faced dove-tails and trunnels. There is two inch
studding indicative of clapboard siding. The south shed is an addition;
riven roof shingles still remain on the southwest corner. They are attached
with what appear to be early cut-nails.

An interesting feature of this barn is the door in the south side. This
door has been trimmed with beaded moulding containing early cut-nails.
Tobacco barns seldom receive decoration and this beaded trim is a most
interesting oddity.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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This house was destroyed by the Baltimore Gas and
Electric Company in 1972. Judging from previous descrip-
tions, the early section may have been an 18th century
house. There is some local debate over whether this
house stood on the tract "Parran's Park."

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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SEE HABS photo: "Goldstein House"
Calvert County
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Parron’s ark suffered a fire in about 1935 and has been deserted
ever since. ‘hat the fire did not destroy, vandals have, unti |l
there is hurdly anything but a frame left of the original structure
This, however, allows one to observe the construction and growth

of the house through the years.

In its final state, Parran’s Park was three bays wide and one room
deep with a central stairhall. There were tiiree dormers on the
front and three on the rear roof. The A-roof is a rather steep
one. Uriginally this was a one-room house with a tiny staircase
to the loft above. The central hall and second room were added
prooably C. 1750. There is an exterior stone and brick fireplace
at cacn end of the house. The chimney is separated from the wall
above the first story level.

The ceiling boards of the house are beaded on both edges. The
chair rails are beaded on both top and bottowm. The ceiling beaus
were exposed and beaded. The clapboards on the exterior of the
house were also beaded. The wantels were simnple beaded boards
with wolding around the edges. The bricks of the fireplace

opening were plasterced over. Jthe original paint color on the
plastered walls appears to have been grey. The baseboard around
the floor is nearly tlusi with the plaster wall and beaded on its
top edge. (CONTINUED ON BACK 3IDE)
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PARRANS PARK TORACCO BARN c.1840-60
(Interim Description)
Calvert Cliffs

Heavily constructed, box-framed tobacco barn measuring approximately
44 ft. by 24 ft. The barn is constructed with 4 ft. rooms assembled in
three 12 ft. bays and one 8 ft. bay. The end bays are long to provide room
for the angle braces, while the central bays are short to stiffen this part
of the wall (the third 12 ft. bay is reinforced by the heavy door post)
creating a post pattern comparable to Hall Farm tobacco barn no. 1 at
Tracy's Corner, Anne Arundle County.

Of the timber observed, the sills, and corner and door posts are hewn.
The remaining scantlings--studs (3 3/4 inch by 2 3/4 inch), intermediate
posts (3 3/4 inch by 6 inch), angle braces,and roof truss members are sawn--
most pit sawn, but the board false plates may be reciprocal mill sawn.

In striking contrast to the sawn framing members are the crude, riven
runners nailed to the inside of the studs to support the tobacco tier rails.
While some are only short, heavy lath, others are crude boards of consider-
able length (13 ft. long by 5 inch wide by 1 inch maximum thickness). The
two long runners preserved on the SE side were deftly split from an axe
felled young tree. The swell of the stump is conspicuously visible. The
tier rail supports are generously spaced (3 ft. 6 inch) for large tobacco.
They pass in front of the thin (3 3/4 inch) intermediate posts.

At an early Jdate, the SE side of the barn was shedded and the clapboard
on this side replaced with riven lath. This shed has totally disappeared,
and it has been replace by an early 20th-century shed (pine pole rafters,
circular sawn lumber). The evidence for an earlier shed consists of the 19th-
century riven lath that divided it from the barn, original 19th-century barn
shingles preserved under the roofs off the two generation of sheds, and notches
on the exterior corner of the east barn corner post. Spaced at nominal 3 ft.
verical intervals, these diagonal notches seem to be the runner mortises for
a vertically planked shed.

The barn was orignally roofed with side-lapped shingles nailed to pit-
sawn lath on 15 inch centers. The shingles--riven from oak or chestnut--are
19 inches long and from 4 to 4 1/2 inches wide. They were exposed 3 to 3
1/2 inches to the weather. These appear to be the original covering of the
barn as there are no nail holes for an earlier set of the shingles. They
are fastened with mature, machine-cut, machine-headed nails. One shingle
and two nails were collected and are on file at the St. Mary's City Commission.

Of the original barn, only the roof and SE wall survive relatively intact.
The other walls--apparently unprotected by sheds--have been extensively re-
built. The present building is excellently maintained by Baltimore Gas and
Electric as a farm and maintenance center.
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CLVT-58
PARRANS PARK (site) early 19th century
Calvert Cliffs
Private
After sutfering extensive damage by fire in 1955 and abandoned since that
time, this house was demolished fn 1972 by the Baltimore Gas and Electric
Conpany, é:rcscm owners of the property.
etleved to have evolved from an (nltlal one.room block,

Parrans Park. in its final stage. was threc bays in length and 1% stories in
height with a single stone and brick chimney at each end. The interior
fabric was of interest for ity first-Iloar exposed and beaded ceiling joists
and simple beaded moldings, inclnding the fireplace surrounds. The ‘ .
exterior sheathing was of randont-width beaded boards. There were two
pedimented dorers at the rool fevel, , , o ;
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